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The. gonstructxon cost of the
FEl's monumental new head-
| gume at oth Street and

emﬁiﬂv_ania Avente NW is
{now projected at $109.6 mil.
Hon. That is nearly $50 million
more than the initial 1062 esti-
mate of $60 million and a $7
million increase over an esti-
mate of $102.6 million made
last April.

The latest cost projection is
in a report prepared by U.S.
tComptroller General Elmer B,
Staats for Sen. William W.
Proxmire (D-Wis.), who re-
quested the study Sept. 2 and
irecetved it Wednesdav
 Proxmire gave no indication
yestérday that he plans any
action. “The letter (containing
the Staats report) speaks for
tself” he said, declining fur-
!|ther commé‘nh
&tudy sttributed _the!

'lin the demgn of the 11—story
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structure, to continual jumps
in the construction cost index
(a gauge measuring building
costs) and to a number of spe-
cial features in the building
that are not normally con-
tained in office complexes.
There was no hint in the re-|
port of any intentional price;.
increases to permit larger
profits for the builders, such
as the allegations that caused
a furor over the construction
of the Rayburn House Office
Building. ’
In June, the General Serv-
ices Admmistration (GSA), the
agency responsible for the
building’s cnstruction,
awarded the contract for the
superstructure to the Blake

Construction Co., 1120 Con-
nectlcut Ave. NW, on its low
bid of about $69 million. The
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. “FBI_building Was 'ap-
d* by Congress in 1962,

ilfion. A Peniisylvdnia
8 site was designated in
paryy, 1963, and a design
cdntract was awarded to the
rehifectural firm of

i

at year, The design
yosed Yo be compléted
ecember, 1964, "and “the

iction -¢ontract awarded

rt
the

c | e g -
in] 91},’:33 1965.
. iDuring this = period,

‘rja. Ayeniie Commission was
raaking plans’for the avenu®’s
dévelopmetit. " Sirice “the FBI
puilding was & méjor tacility in

1y %weldﬁment scheme,
GSA Thalted design prepara-

cient progress to allow re-
sumption of planning.

cause the FBI building was
' one of the first projects devel-
oped along guidelines estab-
lished by the Pennsylvania Av-
enue Commission, it was care-
fully scrutinized by both the
Tine Arts Commission and the
National
Commission.

District planning agencies re-
quired a two-year period of
“give and take, study and re-
study,” the GSA said. The two

The GAO study listed special features of the FBI
building, along with the estimated cost of the ifems.

According to the GSA, be-

Capital Planning

Gaining approval from those

Construction . of the sub-
structure was then started and
a revised prospectus, transfer-
ring all the design changes
into dollars and cents, was
submitted
April, 1970.

This revision, a ,
square feet to the original
plan and drastically changing
the structure’s basic design to
conform with the Pennsylva-
nia Avenue Commission, estab-
lished a new cost estimate of
$102.6 million. Congress ac-
cepted the new design and au-
thorized the increased fund-

to Congress
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el BV e & Botuial &nd préjected in-

foot, thé Department of Hous- £

ing and Urban Development
(HUD) building $24.67, the Mu-

tseum of History and Technol-|

ogy $64.50 and the New Execu-
tive Office Building $42.30, or
an average of $39 per square
foot. A study of the construc-
tion costs of eight commercial
buildings in the metropolitan
area showed their costs to av-
erage $39 per square foot, he
added. '

The FBI headquarters will
be exceeded in square footage
only hy the Pentagon and the
Rayburn building. Its 11
stories will tower over the
nearby seven-story Justice De-
partment, which technically
controls the FBI. The most ex-
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tions to await thefqamEeAli j el pensive structure ever erected
of the Ry Ly oA EPREEESe 2RI8E 0l s Cli-RERBS-00244R000 1014 4D0g00gton, it is expected
sty . ‘In_ March, {984, ‘the|years behind the original|design, the GSA based the|to be named after FBI Direc-
comtilssion’ had nidde” suffi- scheduie. need for increased funding “on |tor J. Edgar Hoover.




